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PROFILE SUMMARY  

Inclusion Specialist, Peace & Mediation Processes  

International expert, researcher, and trainer on inclusive peace and mediation processes, with particular 
focus on civil society and youth-inclusive processes. Researched and published over a dozen reports on 
youth, peacebuilding, and mediation with international multilateral, non-governmental and think tank 
organisations, including initiating and co-authoring the first global policy paper (‘We are Here’) on youth 
participation in peace processes, commissioned by the UNSG Envoy on Youth in partnership with civil 
society, UN DPPA, African Union, and European Union mediation support units.  

Based in Myanmar from 2015-2020, worked on conflict analysis and research, strategic policy and advocacy, 
and trainings to diverse stakeholders on conflict transformation and inclusive peacebuilding. In-depth 
knowledge of political, humanitarian, development, and peace process nexus, with demonstrated capacity to 
build trusted relationships and liaise between national political and international peace stakeholders. 
Presently penholder to develop five-year strategy on youth-inclusive peace processes with UNDPPA, Search 
and UNOSGEY to be launched at international conference on youth in peace processes in Doha (Jan 2022).  

  
➢ Key skills: Expertise on inclusive peace and mediation processes; Research and analysis; Youth, Peace 

& Security (YPS) and Women Peace and Security (WPS) intersectionality; Conflict transformation, 
dialogue, & peacebuilding training; Program design, implementation & management; Strategy and 
policy development; Civil society training & capacity-building; Conflict sensitive programming; Key 
stakeholder relationship-building  

➢ Panels & lectures: ‘Inclusive Peacebuilding Processes’; Rotary Centre for International Studies lecture 
(Sept, 2022), ‘High-level Event on Youth, Peace & Security’, United Nations, Moderator (Dec, 2020); 
‘Expert Brainstorming Series on Myanmar’, Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum for UN, Youth Expert 
(Oct, 2020 & July 2021); ‘Youth participation in Peace Processes’; UN Torino Forum (Sept, 2020); ‘Policy 
Approaches to Inclusion in Peace & Mediation Processes' International Young Women Mediation Forum, 
Nairobi, Kenya (2020 & 2019); ‘First International Symposium on Youth Participation in Peace Processes’ 
Helsinki (March, 2019); ‘Youth in Conflict Affected Contexts’, Lisbon Forum, Council of Europe (Nov, 
2018); ‘The Bridge to Peace: Examining the Informal Role of Myanmar Youth’s in the Peace Process’, 
Australia Myanmar Institute, Yangon (Nov, 2017); ‘Youth in National Dialogues’, 3rd National Dialogues 
Conference, Helsinki (April, 2017); ‘Inclusion in Peacemaking’, Interfaith Peace Network, Bangkok (Feb, 
2017); ‘Inclusive Peace Negotiations’, ISA Conference, USA (March, 2016)  

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS  

▪ Young people & early peacemaking - tapping into technology; Accord Issue, Conciliation Resources (2020) 

▪ Youth, Peace & Security; The Routledge Handbook of Peace, Security and Development (2020)  

▪ We are Here: An integrated approach to youth-inclusive peace processes; United Nations Secretary-
General's Envoy on Youth (2019)  

▪ Youth key to success of peace processes: Myanmar’s stalling democracy and the fight for youth voice in 
political decision-making; London School of Economics South Asia Guest Blog (Aug 2019)  

▪ Engaging the Next Generation: A Filed Perspective of Youth Inclusion in Myanmar’s Peace Negotiations; 
International Negotiation: A Journal of Theory and Practice (Brill) (2019)  

▪ Protection Needs and Capacities of Youth in Myanmar; Nonviolent Peaceforce (2018)  

▪ The Youth Space of Dialogue and Mediation: An Exploration; The Berghof Foundation (June, 2018)  

▪ Youth-led Participatory Research on Social Cohesion in Urban Areas; Search for Common Ground (2018)  

▪ Youth & Everyday Peace: Fostering the Untapped Potential of Myanmar’s Youth; Paung Sie Facility (2017)  

▪ Civil Society Strengthening in Myanmar: Good practice and lessons learned; Christian Aid (2018)  

▪ The Youth Space of Dialogue and Mediation: Myanmar; The Berghof Foundation (2017)  

▪ Youth Must have a Space in Myanmar’s Peace Process; Frontier Myanmar (2017)  
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

UN Office of the Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth                                        June 2021 – Jan 2022 

Youth-Inclusive Peace Processes Consultancy      International 

• Lead the finalisation of a five-year strategy on youth-inclusive peace processes in collaboration with UN DPPA, 
Search for Common Ground, and mediation support units of international, regional, and sub-regional 
organizations, supporting the operational intersection of the YPS and WPS agendas  

• Part of Steering Committee to coordinate launch of strategy at the second High-Level Global Conference on 
Youth-inclusive Peace Processes, Doha, Qatar in January 2022  

Search for Common Ground              June 2019 – June 2021  

Head of Programs             Myanmar  

• Lead oversight of effective and quality implementation of multipronged peacebuilding programming in 
Myanmar, a portfolio of USD 9.2 million with 48 staff, as part of the world’s leading peacebuilding organization  

• Manage strategic direction and fundraising of programs supporting public participation and inclusion in 
Myanmar’s peace process, as well as addressing social cohesion cleavages in Rakhine state through 
partnerships with local government, Ethnic Armed Organisations, civil society, and youth and women’s groups 

• Liaise and communicate with donors and government stakeholders in politically sensitive context, to ensure 
strong reputation of Search and relevant programme design and development  

• Steering Committee member of the International Peace Support Group (IPSG), coordinating international 
community advocacy and support to the Myanmar peace process 

 

United Nations Office of the Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth              August 2018 – March 2019  
Consultant on Peace Processes                   International  

• Initiated and developed seminal research-based, global policy paper on youth-inclusive peace processes, to 
document and assess where and how young people have shaped peace negotiations; interviewed over 40 peace 
process negotiators and mediators internationally  

• Paper launched as part of first International Symposium on Youth Participation in Peace Processes (March 
2019) in Helsinki; key organiser and panellist, in coordination with UN Department of Political and 
Peacebuilding Affairs, African Union Commission and European Union mediation units  

Independent Consultant & Researcher                                               September 2016 – Present 

                  Myanmar & International  

• Nordic Consulting Group (June–Oct, 2018): Youth & Gender Inclusion Advisor for mid-term evaluation of the 
Joint Peace Fund, the largest multi-donor fund supporting the Myanmar peace process  

• United States Institute of Peace (March–Dec 2018): Lead consultant/Team coordinator for first country-wide 
meta-analysis of effective programming within the interfaith peacebuilding sector in Myanmar  

• Nonviolent Peaceforce (Jan–May, 2018): Program Advisor to integrate Youth, Peace & Security (UNSCR 2250) 
into ongoing work; assessed and produced report on strengths and challenges in youth-led civilian protection 
and ceasefire monitoring in conflict areas across Myanmar  

• Search for Common Ground (Jan–April, 2018): Lead consultant for ‘Youth-led Research on Social Cohesion in 
Urban Areas’; trained 52 youth enumerators in conflict sensitive research implementation; analysed 500+ 
interviews; produced qualitative & quantitative report to inform content of national media programs  

• Joint Peace Fund (Sept, 2017–March, 2018): Peace Process Research Officer to support development and 
coordination of nation-wide research survey to analyse public knowledge, attitude and perceptions towards 
Myanmar’s peace process; led conflict sensitive and qualitative questionnaire development  

• Christian Aid (Oct, 2017–Jan, 2018): Lead consultant and team coordinator for final external evaluation of EU-
funded civil society strengthening project, and publication of good practice & lessons learned report  

• Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP) & Finnish Church Aid (FCA) (Sept, 2017): Advisor for design and facilitation of 
two ‘Youth and Peace’ workshops for NP and FCA, with over 140 youth peace agents collectively  

• The Embassy of Switzerland (June–Sept 2017): Consultant to lead the coordination of 120 young leaders, 
across Myanmar for ‘Youth and Federalism’ international exchange between Swiss and Myanmar youth  

• International Rescue Committee (June–July, 2017): Consultant to develop strategic policy brief to inform and 
recommend project design and proposal for the UN Peacebuilding Fund ‘Youth Promotion Initiative’  

• Paung Sie Facility (UK, Sweden & Australian donor fund) (Jan–July, 2017): Co-lead consultant to implement 
the design, coordination, and drafting for Myanmar’s first Youth, Peace and Security policy report ▪ conducted 
extensive stakeholder interviews to analyse the barriers and opportunities to strengthen youth engagement in 
social cohesion, peacebuilding, and the peace process; ▪ produced strategic policy framework, including 
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program recommendations, aimed at national and international stakeholders; ▪ trained and supervised two 
young national researchers  

• The Berghof Foundation (2016): Independent field researcher to produce exploratory study on youth spaces 
of dialogue and mediation in Myanmar & globally, highlighting the networks and informal, creative approaches 
that young people take to build trust among political leaders ▪ thematic input for UNSCR2250 Global Study  

• Finnish Church Aid (2016): Lead facilitator and trainer for 3-day interactive peacebuilding workshop, 
‘Working Together Across Conflict Lines: Youth Engagement in Peace and Dialogue’; ▪ invited 40 youth leaders 
from across Myanmar, including national and international stakeholders  

• Peace, dialogue & conflict trainer: Provided dozens of conflict and peacebuilding trainings to youth-led and 
women civil society organisations and networks in Myanmar, on a volunteer and on-demand basis 

Save the Children International             January, 2016 – September, 2016  

Humanitarian Program Officer              Yangon, Northern Shan State (NSS) & Rakhine, Myanmar  

• Managed timely and quality humanitarian program implementation through effective planning, monitoring 
and evaluation, including logframe and financial assessments  

• Co-organized and led participatory trainings for over 70 staff and local civil society partners in Conflict 
Sensitivity & Do No Harm principles; promoted conflict sensitivity integration into projects  

• Supported capacity-building of national staff with project lifecycle skills, including data collection and 
preparation of donor reports; ensured financial and programmatic targets were addressed in reports  

Terre des Hommes – Lausanne (Tdh-L)                 September, 2015 – December, 2015  

Child Protection Consultant           Yangon, Myanmar  

• Analysed and compiled report on the policies and laws for children in contact with the law, and protection gaps 
in the justice system; field visits to centres for children in need of protection and care  

• Developed proposal for a juvenile justice protection program, and identified potential funding avenues; 
Represented Tdh-L in coordination groups, and strengthened relationships with Government  

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)                       June, 2014 – August, 2014  

Justice for Children Program                  Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina  

• Produced technical report, aimed at national and international policy-makers, demonstrating the legal, 
institutional and societal service gaps for vulnerable and at-risk children within the justice system  

Search for Common Ground                February, 2013 – August, 2013  

Program Associate – Monitoring and Evaluation          Stonetown, Zanzibar (Tanzania)  

• Worked directly with national staff and local civil society partners on program management and 
implementation of project activities related to good governance and citizen engagement  

• Developed and implemented monitoring and evaluation framework for USAID and EU donor projects  

• Conducted internal mid-term evaluation of women parliamentarians’ leadership program, as part of USAID-
funded 24-month project, ‘Supporting Citizen Engagement in Governance in Zanzibar’  

• Facilitated capacity-building trainings for national partners; coordinated conference on youth participation in 
politics and peacebuilding in Zanzibar, as well as meetings on inter-ethnic conflict with multi-faith groups  

 

EDUCATION  

Centre for Security Studies, ETH University                 November 2019 – Oct 2021  

Master of Advanced Studies - Mediation in Peace Processes (MAS ETH MPP)                Zurich, Switzerland  

World-leading two-year, part-time Masters focused on ‘preparing the next generation of mediators’; 6 modules 
covering mediation and peace process design and implementation, including technical skills  

Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)          Oct, 2013 – May, 2015  

MA, International Relations; Conflict Management Concentration                 Washington, D.C., and Bologna, Italy  

University College London       September, 2007 – August, 2010  

BSc, Human Sciences; Distinction         London, UK  

SKILLS & INTERESTS 

Languages: English (native); Bosnian/Croatian (native); French (beginner)  

Trainings: Conflict Sensitivity Programming (UN); Conflict Transformation & Dialogue facilitation (UNOY) 

Volunteering: Fundraising & Partnership volunteer (New Delhi, India; 2007 & 2010); Children’s summer camp 

coordinator, Sarajevo Paediatric Hospital & SOS Children’s Homes (Sarajevo, B-H; 2009) 
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